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STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE

I an? writing to request that you hear the Edgewood v. Kirby suit on 
behalf of the school districts in Texas with low property values per student.

Sanger ISD has the second highest tax rate out of the eleven schools in 
Denton County, and at the same time, Sanger has the second lowest value per 
student in Denton County - this is no coincidence. As a result, our school does 
not have adequate funds to meet state mandates, provide adequate science labs, 
etc.

A student’s educational opportunities should not be determined by where 
he or she happens to be bom or where his or her parents happen to live.

1 authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement in an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.
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Sincerely,
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STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE,

I am vitally concerned about public education 
in Texas and about the failure of the Legislature 
and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas.
«... ; Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries 
from the custodians to the superintendent, lack of 
equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $o . 50 and $0.80 
rates were considered high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts 
to meet the challenge of educational reform; further 
delays will do irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity 
Center to incorporate this statement in an amicus 
brief on my benalf supporting Petitioners and 
Petitioner-Intervenors in the Edgewood case.
Thank you,

Merlin Rodg 
Teacher



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, Hazel Burgess

I am vitally concerned about public education in 
Texas and about the failure of the Legislative and Gover­
nor to support an equitable method for the distribution of 
state funds in Texas.

Our schools have had to do without the extras.
There seems to be lack of equipment, supplies, and counsl- 
ers. This is very unfair tiiat students from small school 
districts have limited resorces.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center 
to incorporate this statement is an amicus brief on my be­
half supporting Petitioners and Petitioner-Intervenors 
in the Edgewood case.

Thank you,
/I ■■'E7. A ...

Hazel Burgess 
Parent



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, JAN LOOPER

Lack of government funds have caused a lot of choice teachers to go 

to other school districts for better pay and adequate working conditions.

Taxes in this school district are so high that it causes people to 

choose to live elsewhere. This puts a burden on the tax payers still resMits® her 

iding here. People in this district want a better education for their child­

ren but can’t afford taxes rising each year due to lack of funding from 

the stat®.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate 

this statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and 

Petitioner-Intervenors in the Egdewodd case.



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE,

I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about 
the failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an 
equitable method for the distribution of state funds in Texas.

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries from the 
custodians to the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and 
high taxes for years. Our tax rate was $1.20 per hundred back 
when $0.50 and $0.80 rates were considered high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet 
the challenge of educational reform; further delays will do 
irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incor­
porate this statement in an amicus brief on my behalf supporting 
Petitioners and Petitioner-Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank you,



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE,

I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas.

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.60 rates were considered 
high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the 
challenge of educational reform; further delays will do irreparable damage.

1 authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank you, ;
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I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas.

I

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.60 rates were considered 
high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the ■ 
challenge of educational reform; further delays will do irreparable damage.

I
I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 

statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner
Intervenors in the Edgewood case

Thank you, \ /
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STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE
As an educator in a property poor district, I am 

vitally Interested In equity between the so called "property 
poor" and the wealthier districts in the state. In the last 
several years Sanger High School has lost state funding due 
to the PDI which Is a part the funding formula. This has 
caused undue strain on the local budget which had to be cut 
due to a shortage of money. As principal of the high 
school, I have seen my Instructional budget Increased to 
raise standards and then reduced for two years straight to 
keep down the deficit. I have had my faculty cut by three 
teachers while the enrollment has remained essentially the 
same; consequently, the number of elective courses available 
to the student has been reduced. I have had extracurricular 
budgets cut In all areas. I have had to move classes Into 
portable buildings instead of building additional permanent 
classrooms.

This puts the students of Sanger and other "property 
poor" districts at a disadvantage In giving Its students the 
same advantages as the richer school. It limits the 
opportunities that the students need to compete with 
students from the wealthier districts. It discourages the 
students in achieving the excellence that should be sought 
In every educational setting.

This has also caused morale problems among the faculty 
with several professionals seeking employment elsewhere for 
more money and where more instructional materials are 
available. Teachers also have begun to wonder whether they 
are really Important since their needs for the classroom are 
not being met.

I hope that these comments will help In making a 
decision to see that funding will be made more equitable 
among all the districts of Texas and not favor those 
districts with with larger population or greater tax base.
Thank you

Bill Must In,
Principal, Parent, Citizen



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, Vickie Jenkins

I am vitally concerned about public education in 
Texas and about the failure of the Legislature and 
Governor to support an equitable method for 
distribution of state funds in Texas.

As a parent of two graduates of Sanger High School 
and a taxpayer, I am concerned because of the rising 
cost in our school district. My concern is well 
warranted because we pay higher taxes than any other 
school in our district, but our children have not 
benefited educationally. The good teachers we have are 
spread so thin it is not possible for them to do their 
job. For example, a high school with approximately 400 
students has to share a counselor with the middle 
school. This gives one counselor the impossible job of 
working with almost 700 students.I find this appalling; 
a counselor's job is too important.

In short, we need your help for the benefit of the 
future of Texas.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity 
Center to incorporate this :atement in an amicus brief 
on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank you

Parent



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, SUSAN BURKHART

I am concerned about the overall quality of education in the state of
Texas and about the failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an
equitable method for the distribution of state funds in Texas.

To meet the increasing cost of operating the Sanger ISD, due to the 
failure of the State of Texas to adequately fund public education, the 
local Board of Sanger has already taken the following action this year:

1) Lowered the local increment paid to teachers by $500.00.

2) Cut staff (two teachers, three part-time custodians, and two cooks).

3) Cut practically all budget areas (maintenance by $50,000, extra­
curricular—athletics, band, drama, etc.) by 14%.

4) Frozen salaries of 93 employees.

5) Leased a new bus instead of buying out right.

6) Did not meet the 22 to 1 student/teacher ratio in grades 3 and 4.

7) Raised local taxes by approximately 2.9%.

In spite of the measures mentioned above, the SISD projects a $110,000 
deficit for the current school year. We are just one of many school 
districts with these common problems.

What happens when the low property value districts are rendered in­
operable? Who will be to blame?

If Texas expects to have a prosperous future, an investment must be 
made in the leaders of tomorrow.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate 
this statement in an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners 
and Petitioner-Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Susan R. Burkhart 
Concerned Texan
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STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, Wayne Tutt
As a taxpayer, I have only now come to realize that all 

of the rest of the school districts In the metropl ex have 
not been paying a tax rate as high as $1.24 just to support 
their schools.

I did not know that the so-called school reform and 
that the equity In the distribution of state funds to public 
schools started by H.B. 72 has not been met by the 
legislature until Just recently.

A student's educational opportunities should not be 
determined by where he or she happens to be born or where 
his or her parents happen to live.

I urge you to hear and rule In favor of equity in state 
funds distributed to the public schools in Texas.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center 
to incorporate this statement in an amicus brief on my 
behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner-Intervenors in 
the Edgewood case.
Slncerely,

Wayne Tutt
Father and Taxpayer



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, Linda Tutt
As a taxpayer, I have only now come to realize that all 

of the rest of the school districts in the metroplex have 
not been paying a tax rate as high as $1.24 Just to support 
their schools.

1 did not know that the so-called school reform and 
that the equity In the distribution of state funds to public 
schools started by H.B. 72 has not been met by the 
legislature until Just recently.

A student's educational opportunities should not be 
determined by where he or she happens to be born or where 
his or her parents happen to live.

I urge you to hear and rule in favor of equity in state 
funds distributed to the public schools in Texas.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center 
to incorporate this statement in an amicus brief on my 
behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner-Intervenors in 
the Edgewood case.
Sincerely,

Linda Tutt 
Mother and Taxpayer
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STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE

I an? writing to request that you hear the Edgewood v. Kirby suit on 
behalf of the school districts in Texas with low property values per student.

Sanger ISD has the second highest tax rate out of the eleven schools in 
Denton County, and at the same time, Sanger has the second lowest value per 
student in Denton County - this is no coincidence. As a result, our school does 
not have adequate funds to meet state mandates, provide adequate science labs, 
etc.

A student’s educational opportunities should not be determined by where 
he or she happens to be bom or where his or her parents happen to live.

1 authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement in an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.
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STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE,

I am vitally concerned about public education 
in Texas and about the failure of the Legislature 
and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas.
«... ; Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries 
from the custodians to the superintendent, lack of 
equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $o . 50 and $0.80 
rates were considered high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts 
to meet the challenge of educational reform; further 
delays will do irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity 
Center to incorporate this statement in an amicus 
brief on my benalf supporting Petitioners and 
Petitioner-Intervenors in the Edgewood case.
Thank you,

Merlin Rodg 
Teacher



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, Hazel Burgess

I am vitally concerned about public education in 
Texas and about the failure of the Legislative and Gover­
nor to support an equitable method for the distribution of 
state funds in Texas.

Our schools have had to do without the extras.
There seems to be lack of equipment, supplies, and counsl- 
ers. This is very unfair tiiat students from small school 
districts have limited resorces.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center 
to incorporate this statement is an amicus brief on my be­
half supporting Petitioners and Petitioner-Intervenors 
in the Edgewood case.

Thank you,
/I ■■'E7. A ...

Hazel Burgess 
Parent



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, JAN LOOPER

Lack of government funds have caused a lot of choice teachers to go 
to other school districts for better pay and adequate working conditions.

Taxes in this school district are so high that it causes people to 
choose to live elsewhere. This puts a burden on the tax payers still resMits® her 
iding here. People in this district want a better education for their child­
ren but can’t afford taxes rising each year due to lack of funding from 
the stat®.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate 
this statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and 
Petitioner-Intervenors in the Egdewodd case.



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE,

I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about 
the failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an 
equitable method for the distribution of state funds in Texas.

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries from the 
custodians to the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and 
high taxes for years. Our tax rate was $1.20 per hundred back 
when $0.50 and $0.80 rates were considered high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet 
the challenge of educational reform; further delays will do 
irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incor­
porate this statement in an amicus brief on my behalf supporting 
Petitioners and Petitioner-Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank you,



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE,

I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas.

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.60 rates were considered 
high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the 
challenge of educational reform; further delays will do irreparable damage.

1 authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank you, ;
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I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas.

I

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.60 rates were considered 
high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the ■ 
challenge of educational reform; further delays will do irreparable damage.

I
I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 

statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner
Intervenors in the Edgewood case

Thank you, \ /
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STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE
As an educator in a property poor district, I am 

vitally Interested In equity between the so called "property 
poor" and the wealthier districts in the state. In the last 
several years Sanger High School has lost state funding due 
to the PDI which Is a part the funding formula. This has 
caused undue strain on the local budget which had to be cut 
due to a shortage of money. As principal of the high 
school, I have seen my Instructional budget Increased to 
raise standards and then reduced for two years straight to 
keep down the deficit. I have had my faculty cut by three 
teachers while the enrollment has remained essentially the 
same; consequently, the number of elective courses available 
to the student has been reduced. I have had extracurricular 
budgets cut In all areas. I have had to move classes Into 
portable buildings instead of building additional permanent 
classrooms.

This puts the students of Sanger and other "property 
poor" districts at a disadvantage In giving Its students the 
same advantages as the richer school. It limits the 
opportunities that the students need to compete with 
students from the wealthier districts. It discourages the 
students in achieving the excellence that should be sought 
In every educational setting.

This has also caused morale problems among the faculty 
with several professionals seeking employment elsewhere for 
more money and where more instructional materials are 
available. Teachers also have begun to wonder whether they 
are really Important since their needs for the classroom are 
not being met.

I hope that these comments will help In making a 
decision to see that funding will be made more equitable 
among all the districts of Texas and not favor those 
districts with with larger population or greater tax base.
Thank you

Bill Must In,
Principal, Parent, Citizen



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, Vickie Jenkins

I am vitally concerned about public education in 
Texas and about the failure of the Legislature and 
Governor to support an equitable method for 
distribution of state funds in Texas.

As a parent of two graduates of Sanger High School 
and a taxpayer, I am concerned because of the rising 
cost in our school district. My concern is well 
warranted because we pay higher taxes than any other 
school in our district, but our children have not 
benefited educationally. The good teachers we have are 
spread so thin it is not possible for them to do their 
job. For example, a high school with approximately 400 
students has to share a counselor with the middle 
school. This gives one counselor the impossible job of 
working with almost 700 students.I find this appalling; 
a counselor's job is too important.

In short, we need your help for the benefit of the 
future of Texas.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity 
Center to incorporate this :atement in an amicus brief 
on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank you

Parent



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, SUSAN BURKHART

I am concerned about the overall quality of education in the state of
Texas and about the failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an
equitable method for the distribution of state funds in Texas.

To meet the increasing cost of operating the Sanger ISD, due to the 
failure of the State of Texas to adequately fund public education, the 
local Board of Sanger has already taken the following action this year:

1) Lowered the local increment paid to teachers by $500.00.

2) Cut staff (two teachers, three part-time custodians, and two cooks).

3) Cut practically all budget areas (maintenance by $50,000, extra­
curricular—athletics, band, drama, etc.) by 14%.

4) Frozen salaries of 93 employees.

5) Leased a new bus instead of buying out right.

6) Did not meet the 22 to 1 student/teacher ratio in grades 3 and 4.

7) Raised local taxes by approximately 2.9%.

In spite of the measures mentioned above, the SISD projects a $110,000 
deficit for the current school year. We are just one of many school 
districts with these common problems.

What happens when the low property value districts are rendered in­
operable? Who will be to blame?

If Texas expects to have a prosperous future, an investment must be 
made in the leaders of tomorrow.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate 
this statement in an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners 
and Petitioner-Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Susan R. Burkhart 
Concerned Texan
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STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, Wayne Tutt
As a taxpayer, I have only now come to realize that all 

of the rest of the school districts In the metropl ex have 
not been paying a tax rate as high as $1.24 just to support 
their schools.

I did not know that the so-called school reform and 
that the equity In the distribution of state funds to public 
schools started by H.B. 72 has not been met by the 
legislature until Just recently.

A student's educational opportunities should not be 
determined by where he or she happens to be born or where 
his or her parents happen to live.

I urge you to hear and rule In favor of equity in state 
funds distributed to the public schools in Texas.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center 
to incorporate this statement in an amicus brief on my 
behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner-Intervenors in 
the Edgewood case.
Slncerely,

Wayne Tutt
Father and Taxpayer



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, Linda Tutt
As a taxpayer, I have only now come to realize that all 

of the rest of the school districts in the metroplex have 
not been paying a tax rate as high as $1.24 Just to support 
their schools.

1 did not know that the so-called school reform and 
that the equity In the distribution of state funds to public 
schools started by H.B. 72 has not been met by the 
legislature until Just recently.

A student's educational opportunities should not be 
determined by where he or she happens to be born or where 
his or her parents happen to live.

I urge you to hear and rule in favor of equity in state 
funds distributed to the public schools in Texas.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center 
to incorporate this statement in an amicus brief on my 
behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner-Intervenors in 
the Edgewood case.
Sincerely,

Linda Tutt 
Mother and Taxpayer
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Statement of Amicus Curiae, Nancy Hausenfluck
I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas, and 

about the failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an 
equitable method for the distribution of state funds in Texas.

Our schools’ budget has been cut in almost all areas. The 
high school building needs to be rebuilt. The roof le?ks and we 
need more room for lockers and equipment. As it now stands just 
the maintenance has been cut by $50,000. More staff is needed but 
already 2 teachers, 3 part-time custodians and 2 cooks have been 
cut. Last year they were wanting to cut Ag teachers and the Ag 
program. We need these things for the students to be able to ad­
vance to the level needed. Some parents are trying to take up the 
slack by spending time helping the teachers work with students or 
grade papers. This is nice, but, not everyone can spend their 
time at the school. In short, they can not be counted on when 
needed the most. Ninety-three other employees' salaries have been 
frozen. Extra-curricular activity has been cut. And local taxes 
have been raised by 2.9%. Still, the Sanger Independent School 
District projects a $110,000 deficit for the current school year.

If this is allowed to continue there will almost certainly 
be further damages to the district and the education of the stu­
dents of Sanger ISD.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to in­
corporate this statement in an amicus brief supporting 
Petitioners and Petitioner Intervenors in the Edgewood case.
Thank you,

Nancy Hausenfluck 
Parent - Sanger ISD
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__ , 1989, by United States Mail,
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Petitioner-Intervenors'

day ofthis

postage prepaid to all

Sandra R. Nicolas
State Bar Number 15016500

ARNOLD AND NICOLAS
800 One Capitol Square
300 West Fifteenth Street 
Austin, Texas 78701 
512-320-5200
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RECEIVED
IN SUPREME COURT 

OF TEXAS NO. C-8353

C 8353
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

AUSTIN, TEXAS

EDGEWOOD INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, ET AL.,

Petitioners

V.

WILLIAM KIRBY, ET AL.,

Respondents

BRIEF OF AMICUS CURIAE IN SUPPORT OF THE PETITIONERS AND
PETITIONER-INTERVENORS BY THE

SCHOOLCHILDREN OF SANGER ISD, SANGER, TEXAS

VOLUME I
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Petitioners

V.

WILLIAM KIRBY, ET AL.,
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NO. C-8353

IN THE

SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

AUSTIN, TEXAS

EDGEWOOD INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, ET AL.,

Pet itioners
V.

WILLIAM KIRBY, ET AL.,

Respondents

BRIEF OF AMICUS CURIAE IN SUPPORT OF PETITIONERS AND'
PETITIONER-INTERVENORS BY THE 

SCHOOLCHILDREN OF SANGER ISD, SANGER, TEXAS

VOLUME I

TO THE HONORABLE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS:

Now come the schoolchildren of Sanger ISD, Sanger, Texas 

and submit the following statements in support of the ruling 

of the Honorable Harley Clark, Judge - 250th Judicial

District, Travis County, in Cause Number 362, 516.

The undersigned has been requested to submit these 

statements to the Court. The undersigned does not represent 

any party and has no monetary interest in the outcome of the 

litigation. The statements presented are from individuals 



who have a substantial interest in preserving the State's 

ability to provide equitable public education to its 

citizens.

Accordingly, the schoolchildren of Sanger ISD, Sanger, 

Texas respectfully pray that this Court consider the attached 

statements (Volume I) and uphold the decision of the trial 

court in the case at bar.

Respectfully submitted,
ARNOLD AND NICOLAS
800 One Capitol Square
300 West Fifteenth Street 
Austin, Texas 78701 
512-320-5200 

by
Sandra R. Nicolas 
State Bar No. 15016500
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing 

Amicus Brief in Support of Petitioners’ and Petitioner-Intervenors' 

Applications for Writ of Error has been sent on this day of
—T_____________ < 1989, by United States Mail, postage prepaid to all 

counsel of record.

Sandra R. Nicolas
State Bar Number 15016500

ARNOLD AND NICOLAS
800 One Capitol Square'
300 West Fifteenth Street 
Austin, Texas 78701 
512-320-5200
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NO. C-8353

B'J—"""in THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

AUSTIN, TEXAS

EDGEWOOD INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, ET AL.,

Petitioners

V.

WILLIAM KIRBY, ET AL.,

Respondents

BRIEF OF AMICUS CURIAE IN ; JPPORT OF THE PETITIONERS AND
PETITIONER-INTERVENORS BY THE

SCHOOLCHILDREN OF SANGER ISD, SANGER, TEXAS

VOLUME n
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NO. C-8353

IN THE

SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

AUSTIN, TEXAS

EDGEWOOD INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, ET AL., 

Petitioners

V.

WILLIAM KIRBY, ET AL.,

Respondents

BRIEF OF AMICUS CURIAE IN SUPPORT OF PETITIONERS AND
PETITIONER-INTERVENORS BY THE

SCHOOLCHILDREN OF SANGER ISD, SANGER, TEXAS

VOLUME II

TO THE HONORABLE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS:

Now come the schoolchildren of Sanger ISD, Sanger, Texas 

and submit the following statements in support of the ruling 

of the Honorable Harley Clark, Judge - 250th Judicial

District, Travis County,in Cause Number 362,516.

The undersigned has been requested to submit these 

statements to the Court. The undersigned does not represent 

any party and has no monetary interest in the outcome of the 

litigation. The statements presented a ~e from individuals 



who have a substantial interest in preserving the State's 
ability to provide equitable public education to its 
citizens.

Accordingly, the schoolchildren of Sanger ISD, Sanger, 
Texas respectfully pray that this Court consider the attached 
statements (Volume II) and uphold the decision of the trial 
court in the case at bar.

Respectfully submitted, 
ARNOLD AND NICOLAS 
800 One Capitol Square 
300 West Fifteenth Street 
Austin, Texas 78701 
512-320-5200 

by
Sandra R. Nicolas 
State Bar No, 15016500



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, Staci Jenkins

I am vitally concerned about public education in 
Texas and about the failure of the Legislature and 
Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas.

As a senior in high school I have been witness to 
the disadvantages we in a less affluent school district 
have had. I have also noted that my family pays higher 
school taxes than do those in other school districts. 
These high tax dollars in our district do not go 
towards modern science equipment, restocking the 
library, more experienced teachers or even enough paper 
to last a whole year. Our higher taxes are necessary 
simply to keep the school doors open.

It is a terrible feeling when our football team 
and support groups travel twenty-five miles to play a 
football game and we feel like a small school playing a 
Southwest Conference Team because of the difference in 
their elaborate facilities and uniforms and ours. In 
short, Sanger I.S.D. has been at a large disadvantage 
because of the shortage of funds.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity 
Center to incorporate this statement in an amicus brief 
on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Staci Jenkins 
Student



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, Cherise Frickman
I am vitally concerned about public education in 

Texas and about the failure of the Legislature and Gover­
nor to support an equitable method for the distribution of 
state funds in Texas.

Our teachers at our school have had to buy many . 
materials for teaching their students and that is definet- 
ly unfair. Why should teachers have to use the money out 
of their pockets to buy necessary materials, is that right 
that teachers should have to do that?

More money is needed now for the low value districts 
to meet the challenge of educational reform; further de­
lays will do irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center 
to incorporate this statement is an amicus brief on my be­
half supporting Petitioners and Petitioner-Invervenors in 
the Edgewood case.



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, /fe /

I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas. •

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.80 rates were considered 
high,

More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the 
challenge of educational reform; further delays will do irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank you.



PLEASE NOTE:

The following statements are essentially identical to the first statement bound in this 
volume.



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE,- Erk <?e S*llos

I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas.

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.80 rates were considered 
high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the 
challenge of educational reform; further delays will do irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank, you,



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE; & f »' G AH * *s J

I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas.

Our schools have had roofs that leak; low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent; lack of equipment; etc.; and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.80 rates were considered 
high.

More money is needed res.- for the low value districts to meet the 
challenge of educational rel'crnv further delays will do irreparable damage.

I authorize an attom,y selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank you?



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, 'TCIuJX^jd

I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas.

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.60 rates were considered 
high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the 
challenge of educational reform; further delays will do irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank, you.



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, _ .

I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas.

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.60 rates were considered 
high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the 
challenge of educational reform; further delays will do irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank you.



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, Teresa v>A

I
I
I
I
I
■ • I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the

failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
_ distribution of state funds in Texas.I

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries from the custodians to

I the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.60 rates were considered 
high.

J More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the
challenge of educational reform; further delays will do irreparable damage.

S I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this
statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- J Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank you,

I
I
I
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STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE/^

I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas.

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our Lax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.60 rates were considered 
high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the 
challenge of educational reform; further delays will do irreparable damage..

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank you,



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE,

I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas.

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.80 rates were considered 
high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the 
challenge of educational reform; further delays will do irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank you,



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, “[^p^QniC. VtoUJZXCCL

I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas,

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.60 rates were considered 
high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the 
challenge educational reform; further delays will do irreparable damage.

1 . .'e an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this
str' '■ is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner­
in' u.ors in the Edgewood case.

*1 iiank you, .

dJ joptycvrub



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE; 3«y>oiv

I am. vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Tex sis . .

Our schools have had roofs that leak; low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent; lack of equipment; etc.; and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.60 rates were considered 
high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the 
challenge of educational reform; further delays will do irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank you.



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, Tr^isch

I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method fee the 
distribution of state funds in Texas.

Our schools h,;vve had roofs that leak, low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.80 rates were considered 
high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the 
challenge of educational reform; further delays will do irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank you,



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, 5t<?.p

1 am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas.

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.80 rates were considered 
high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the 
challenge of educational reform; further delays will,do irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank you,



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE,

I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the
distribution of state funds in Texas.

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.80 rates were considered 
high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the 
challenge of educational reform; further delays will do irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank you,



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, fie

I am vitally concerned about public education in Texes and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas.

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.60 rates were considered 
high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the 
challenge of educational reform; further delay:; will do irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner" 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank you,



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, O^ni-el PofVer

I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas.

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0,80 rates were considered 
high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the 
challenge of educational reform; further delays will do irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate tnis 
statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.
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STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE;

I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas;

Our schools have had roofs that leak; low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent; lack of equipment; etc.; and high taxes for year-;. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.60 rates were considered 
high.

More money in needed now for the low value districts to meet the 
challenge of educational reform; further delays will do irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

9
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STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE,

I am vitally concerned about public education 
in Texas and about the failure of the Legislature 
and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas.

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries 
from the custodians to the superintendent, lack of 
equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.80 
rates were considered high.

More money is needed now for the low value districts 
to meet the challenge of educational reform; further 
delays will do irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity 
Center to incorporate this statement in an amicus 
brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and 
Petitioner-Intervenors in the Edgewood case.
Thank you,



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE, J^nn/4Lr nOoxm-

I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas.

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and high taxes /or years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.60 rates were considered 
high.

, More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the 
challenge of educational reform: further delays will do irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank you,

CpLn/\j^cN-



STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE,

1 am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas.

Our schools have had roofs that leak, low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent, lack of equipment, etc., and high taxes for years. Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.80 rates were considered 
high.

, More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the 
challenge of educational reform; further delays will do irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.



I STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE; d-r ,'c f c^r’^

I
I
I
I
I
8

I am vitally concerned about public education in Texas and about the 
failure of the Legislature and Governor to support an equitable method for the 
distribution of state funds in Texas,

Our schools have had roofs that leak; low salaries from the custodians to 
the superintendent; lack of equipment; etc,; and high taxes for years, Our tax 
rate was $1.20 per hundred back when $0.50 and $0.80 rates were considered 
high.

, More money is needed now for the low value districts to meet the 
challenge of educational reform.; further delays will do irreparable damage.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement is an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and Petitioner- 
Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Thank you;
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